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Synthesising Information
Synthesising is the process of thinking our way through a text. In fiction, it happens as we follow the plot, 
think about the actions of a character or respond to a theme.

As we read, we merge the information we are reading with our own background/world knowledge and come 
up with new thoughts, insights or perspectives.

Synthesising is directly related to summarising; in fact, some theorists suggest summarising is a 
comprehension strategy of its own.

Synthesising is a metacognitive process where we, as readers, think about our thinking as we read. We notice 
our responses to the text in what might be called “aha” moments, where we: 

•	 stop and notice a new or surprising idea

•	 discard the detail and notice the important ideas

•	 summarise the information (sometimes in our heads and sometimes on a sticky note or 
piece of paper [called annotating the text])

•	 combine those main points into a response to the text or a new idea

•	 make generalisations and judgments, for example, about the text or the world we live in, 
as we “personalise [our] reading by integrating new information with existing knowledge 
to form a new idea, opinion, or perspective” (Harvey and Goudvis, 2000, p. 25).

“BEING FREE”
a poem by Christine Gustave, St Lucia (Volume 1, p. 97)

SYNOPSIS: A poem with a theme about being free. The poet compares freedom with four natural things – 
seeds, water (stream and sea), sun and the night sky. It offers opportunities to read, think and talk about the 
meaning of the poem both in the poet’s eye and the reader’s mind. 

AUDIO: The poem is audio recorded.

Before readIng

•	 Explain the synthesising information comprehension strategy to the students.

•	 Ask the students to talk with a partner about when they felt confined, held back or 
unable to do something. Have them talk about what it felt like and what they yearned for 
and why. 

•	 Read together the first stanza of the poem to “… To be free”. Have students, in pairs, try to 
sum up the meaning of the stanza in their own words.

•	 Pre-teach any difficult vocabulary – for example, “integrate” and “incessantly”.  

durIng readIng

•	 Have students look at the illustrations and talk about their meaning. Then have students 
skim and scan the text. Explain that both activities will help them make meaning as they 
closely read the text.

•	 Set a purpose for reading by suggesting the students listen, and think about, the meaning 
in each stanza and to summarise the meaning of the poem in their own words.
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•	 Play the audio to the students and encourage them to read along.

•	 You may wish to play the audio right through and then replay it, pausing the audio to 
allow the students to discuss the big ideas. Point out that synthesising is a process where 
readers pause to “take stock” or sum up the meaning as they move towards the big 
picture idea at the end. 

after readIng

•	 Have students, in pairs or small groups, talk about their enjoyment of the poem and 
which parts they liked best and which parts challenged them the most.

•	 Have students re-read, think and talk about the four examples of the natural world that 
the poet describes and summarise the poet’s big ideas in their own words. 

•	 Re-read the two lines: “Because there’s freedom / Somewhere for me”.  
Have students draw inferences about the life of the subject of the poem. Ask students to 
provide evidence in the poem to justify their views.

•	 Ask the students to think about what the poem means to them. Have them share their 
thoughts with a partner. 

•	 Have students individually fill out the Synthesising Information graphic organiser.

other texts you mIght lIke to dIscuss In relatIon to the 
drawIng Inferences strategy

“ANANSE AND THE POT OF WISDOM”, a tale retold by Adwoa Badoe, Ghana (Volume 3, p. 17)

This tale is about a “very special spider”’ called Ananse “well known for his wit and wisdom”. But Ananse’s 
wisdom, which he boasts about, gets him into trouble and it turns out he’s not as clever as he thinks. 
Students will enjoy summarising the main events in the story and coming to their own views about people 
who boast too much.

“LIMBO DANCER”, a poem by Omowalè D. Franklyn, Barbados (Volume 4, p. 13)

This poem is written in Creole. Students may enjoy reading it along with you, to pick up the rhythm of the 
language. It tells a story about a woman dancing the limbo to eke out a living for herself and her children. 
Students have many opportunities to gather meaning as they read, think and talk about the poem and to 
come to their own views about the overarching message.

“THE LEGEND OF THE MOON AND THE SUN”, a tale transcribed by Father Elie Tattevin and 
translated by Sara Lightner and Kendra Gates, Vanuatu (Volume 3, p. 136)

A traditional tale to explain how the sun and the moon occupy different times and have come to be hot and 
cold (the moon is very cold at night but hot during the day). Students will be able to summarise three stages 
in the story. The first stage is about Sun and Moon’s friendship, the second about their falling out and the 
third about the sun’s revenge. As they synthesise the story, students can think and talk about themes of 
friendship, conflict and revenge.


