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Making Connections 
The strategy of making connections is about knowledge of the world (often known as “background 
knowledge”) that we, as readers, bring to a text. 

As we read or hear a text, our comprehension of that text depends on what we already know about the topic, 
as well as the text structure. 

Researchers have identified three kinds of connections that we make as we read.

•	 Text-to-self – connections we make to our own knowledge and experiences 

•	 Text-to-text – connections we make from new texts to other texts we have experienced, 
including ones we have read or seen (TV, movies)

•	 Text-to-world – connections to what we already know of the world, our community and 
what has happened to others. (Harvey and Goudvis, 2000, p. 21) 

As teachers, we can greatly impact our students’ comprehension by:

•	 modelling to students how we make connections to texts – especially information texts 
where text features, structure and vocabulary can be a barrier to comprehension

•	 developing our students’ world knowledge by exposing them to many texts – some short, 
some longer – and across many content/subject areas.

“DO YOU BELIEVE IN MAGIC?”
a story by Saviour Pirotta, Malta (Volume 1, p. 24)

SYNOPSIS: A class of children listen to a seashell and describe what they hear. They exaggerate in response 
to the teacher who suggests that they are being silly. This is a tale with a serious theme, as children imagine 
past events and relationships and the magic of the shell. 

AUDIO: The story is audio recorded.

Before readIng

•	 Pre-teach any difficult vocabulary – for example, “imagination” and “chanted”.

•	 Ask the students, “Do you believe in magic?” Have them share their responses with each 
other in pairs, then report to the whole group, giving reasons for their views.

•	 Explain the Making Connections comprehension strategy. Readers should try to 
make text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to-world connections throughout the reading 
process — before reading, during reading and after reading.

•	 Encourage the students to get their senses involved. What are the characters feelings? 
What can they see? How might I react to the situations faced by the characters? 

•	 Read together the opening of the story, down to “‘I can hear the sea,’ she cried.” Have 
students, in pairs, share who has held a seashell to their ear and listened.

•	 Talk with the students about how to make connections if they haven’t had the experience 
described in the story. How could you make connections to the text? (by holding a 
teacup, or even their cupped hand to their ear; or by imaging the scenes in the poem)
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durIng readIng

•	 As they begin reading the text, have students, in pairs, look at the illustrations and talk 
about what connections they can make to them. Then, have students briefly skim and 
scan the text. Explain that both activities will help them make meaning as they closely 
read the text.

•	 Set a purpose for reading by suggesting the students listen to, and think about, what the 
children are saying and how the teacher, Miss Wicks, responds. 

•	 Play the audio text to the students and encourage them to read along.

•	 You may wish to stop the reading part way through and have the students share their 
thoughts with regard to the purpose for reading.

after readIng

•	 Have the students, in pairs or small groups, talk about their enjoyment of the story and 
which parts of it challenged them the most.

•	 Have them think and talk about what the children do (that is, get more and more 
enthusiastic about what they hear in the shell). Then have them discuss the teacher’s 
response. Ask the students to think and talk about any time they have had fun with a 
teacher, parent or other adult in a similar way to what happens the story.

•	 In some cultures, relationships between children and adults (and especially teachers) are 
quite formal. Have the students talk about the rules of your classroom. Compare and 
contrast these with the classroom in the story.

•	 Discuss the ending of the story. What do students make of it? 

•	 Have students talk about connections they made to the text. Ask if they connected the 
story with events in their lives, with something they have seen on TV, or something that 
has happened to others. Perhaps, if they haven’t experienced listening to a shell, they 
have experienced having fun with an adult by exaggerating (“I caught a fish THIS big!”).

•	 Have students individually fill out the Making Connections graphic organiser.

other texts you mIght lIke to dIscuss In relatIon to the 
makIng connectIons strategy

“WHEN IT’S SUMMER”, a poem by Roma Potiki, New Zealand (Volume 1, p. 52)

A universal story – children lie on their backs looking at the sky, listening to the sea. Students may connect 
with the joy of being warm, peaceful and at one with nature. This text could also be used for readers’ theatre.

“FLIGHT OF THE ROLLER COASTER”, a poem by Raymond Souster, Canada (Volume 3, p. 43)

A narrative poem about a roller coaster that leaves its tracks and flies away. Students are likely to have seen 
a roller coaster in person, in a book, on television or in a movie.

“LITTLE BIRD”, a poem by Alick Lazare, Dominica (Volume 3, p. 46)

A poem about a little bird at the poet’s window in the morning. 


