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Tales and Poems from Across the Commonwealth

  

Emma Butler is an award-winning English artist and illustrator based in Queenstown, New Zealand. She studied textiles at Manchester Metropolitan University, where she graduated with a first-class honours degree in 2001. She won the Best Use of Colour Award at the prestigious New Designers exhibition in London. She has 
travelled extensively in Africa and Australasia. Her work has been published in the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand and is exhibited in art galleries in both countries. Alice Curry assembled these stories when she was engaged as an academic adviser in children’s literature to the Commonwealth Education Trust. With a first-class degree in English from the University of Oxford in England and an award-winning doctorate in children’s literature from Macquarie University in Australia, Alice has published widely in the academic field of children’s literature. She is currently a director of 

an independent publishing company that specialises in high quality, culturally diverse 
books for children. As a seasoned traveller, she enjoys introducing folk tales and legends 
to new readers all over the world.

Praise for the first volume of A River of Stories:•   The Guardian Top 10 Children’s Fiction and Picture Books, 2011•   London Evening Standard Top 10 Books of the Year for Older Children, 2011
•   finalist for Communicator of the Year, NEXUS Commonwealth Awards, 2012
•   featured in SPLASH! ASIA: An Annotated Bibliography of Water-themed Stories 

from Asia published by the National Book Development Council of Singapore  
in 2013

•   inspiration for a ten-month performance and education programme run by the Glasgow dance company Visual Statement – performances were held  at a Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster and the 2014  Commonwealth Games.

Reviews of the first volume of A River of Stories
“This is definitely one to savour.”

Outside in World

“… children and their teachers from even the tiniest Polynesian island will be able to say: I’m part of this. I am in this river of stories with millions of others.”
Adèle Geras, prize-winning author

 “A richly valuable and incredibly useful resource.”
Chris Brown, The School Librarian

“A River of Stories... brings together a vibrant heritage of storytelling ...you’ll want to read it over and over again.”
Annie Everall, Youth Libraries Group

The A River of Stories Natural Elements Series comprises  collections of stories and poems from each country of the  Commonwealth themed around earth, air, fire and water.

From tiny island to vast territory, each of the member countries of the Commonwealth of Nations has a vibrant heritage of storytelling. With a central theme of fire, this glorious collection brings together a tale or poem from each of the fifty-three countries of the Commonwealth. It complements the other three volumes in the series, with their themes of water, earth and air that together comprise the four classical elements recognised from ancient times across cultures.

Each entry sizzles with its own energy – whether relating the genesis of the sun or the origins of smoke, recounting the adventures of warriors dancing on hot coals or the bravery of heroes stealing fire from the gods. Together they are testament to the awe-inspiring power of fire across cultures and our enduring fascination with this most dangerous  of elements.

Emma Butler’s gorgeous illustrations unify these diverse tales and poems and complete a celebration of global storytelling that documents the meandering nature of tales that traverse continents.

Visit www.ariverofstories.com for further information.
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FIRE

From tiny island to vast territory, each of the member countries of  
the Commonwealth of Nations has a vibrant heritage of storytelling.  
With a central theme of the air, this glorious collection brings 
together a tale or poem from each of the fifty-three countries of the 
Commonwealth. It complements the other three volumes in the series, 
with their themes of water, earth and fire that together comprise the  
four classical elements recognised from ancient times across cultures.

Each entry turns our faces to the sun – whether describing the simple 
joys of flying a kite or being pushed on a swing so our feet touch the 
clouds, showing the magnificence of birds soaring across dawn skies 
or recounting the heavenly adventures of the sun, moon and stars. 
Together they capture the sense of magic inherent in that space between Earth and sky.

Julie Flett’s intriguing and beautiful illustrations unify these diverse 
tales and poems and complete a celebration of global storytelling that 
documents the meandering nature of tales that traverse continents.

Visit www.ariverofstories.com for further information.

UK £12.99

Julie Flett is an award-winning author, illustrator and artist based in 
Vancouver, Canada. Born in Toronto, she is of Cree, Métis Scottish, 
French and Inuit ancestry. She studied fine arts at Concordia 
University in Montréal and Emily Carr University of Art + Design 
in Vancouver. She is a winner of the Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize and was nominated for the Governor General’s Award for Children’s Literature for her book Owls See Clearly at Night (Lii Yiiboo Nayaapiwak lii Swer): A Michif Alphabet (L’alphabet di Michif). Her book Wild Berries / Pakwa Che Menisu was a First Nation Communities READ title selection for 2014–2015. In 2014, she became the first recipient of the Aboriginal Literature Award.

Alice Curry assembled these stories when she was engaged as an 
academic adviser in children’s literature to the Commonwealth 
Education Trust. With a first-class degree in English from the 
University of Oxford in England and an award-winning doctorate in 
children’s literature from Macquarie University in Australia, Alice has published widely in the academic field of children’s literature. She is currently a director of an independent publishing company that specialises in high quality, culturally diverse books for children. As a seasoned traveller, she enjoys introducing folk tales and legends to new readers all over the world.

Praise for the first volume of A River of Stories:
•   The Guardian Top 10 Children’s Fiction and Picture Books, 2011
•   London Evening Standard Top 10 Books of the Year for Older Children, 2011•   finalist for Communicator of the Year, NEXUS Commonwealth Awards, 2012•   featured in SPLASH! ASIA: An Annotated Bibliography of Water-themed Stories from Asia published by the National Book Development Council of Singapore  in 2013

•   inspiration for a ten-month performance and education programme run by the Glasgow dance company Visual Statement – performances were held  
at a Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster and the 2014  
Commonwealth Games.

Reviews of the first volume of A River of Stories

“What a fabulous anthology!”
Marjorie Coughlan, Paper Tigers

“A River of Stories is a beautiful book …
it will be particularly fascinating for children.”

Pat Thomson, Carousel Magazine

 “A River of Stories celebrates the links forged
amongst people of the Commonwealth ...
and the power of stories to unite us all.”

Sue Murray, The School Magazine

 “… the perfect book for sharing and reading aloud 
as well as ideal for use in the classroom.”

Outside in World

The A River of Stories Natural Elements Series comprises  collections of stories and poems from each country of the  Commonwealth themed around earth, air, fire and water.
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Poonam Mistry is an Anglo-Indian artist and illustrator based in 

the United Kingdom. She has a BA Honours in Graphic Design 

and Illustration from the University of Herefordshire. Her highly 

decorative illustration style is influenced by the traditional stories of 

her father’s homeland, which he told her when she was a child.  

Her continuing love of folklore inspires her illustrations. In addition to commissions, 

she produces limited-edition screen prints and ceramics. Her work has been featured in 

the Inspiration Grid (www.theinspirationgrid.com).

Alice Curry assembled these stories when she was engaged as an 

academic adviser in children’s literature to the Commonwealth 

Education Trust. With a first-class degree in English from the 

University of Oxford in England and an award-winning doctorate in 

children’s literature from Macquarie University in Australia, Alice has 

published widely in the academic field of children’s literature. She is currently a director 

of an independent publishing company that specialises in high quality, culturally diverse 

books for children. As a seasoned traveller, she enjoys introducing folk tales and legends 

to new readers all over the world.

Praise for the first volume of A River of Stories:

•   The Guardian Top 10 Children’s Fiction and Picture Books, 2011

•   London Evening Standard Top 10 Books of the Year for Older Children, 2011

•   finalist for Communicator of the Year, NEXUS Commonwealth Awards, 2012

•   featured in SPLASH! ASIA: An Annotated Bibliography of Water-themed Stories 

from Asia published by the National Book Development Council of Singapore  

in 2013

•   inspiration for a ten-month performance and education programme run by the 

Glasgow dance company Visual Statement – performances were held  

at a Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster and the 2014  

Commonwealth Games.

Reviews of the first volume of A River of Stories

“A beautifully produced book...

which will take children on a voyage of 

discovery from Botswana to Vanuatu.”
Jane Sandell, The Scotsman

“… a diverse feast of stories and poems ...

destined to become a firm favourite.”
Outside in World

 “There’s something on every page to enchant the reader.”
Adèle Geras, prize-winning author

 “A richly valuable and incredibly 

useful resource for schools.”
Chris Brown, The School Librarian

The A River of Stories Natural Elements Series comprises  

collections of stories and poems from each country of the  

Commonwealth themed around earth, air, fire and water.

From tiny island to vast territory, each of the member countries of the 

Commonwealth of Nations has a vibrant heritage of storytelling. With 

a central theme of earth, this glorious collection brings together a tale 

or poem from each of the fifty-three countries of the Commonwealth. 

It complements the other three volumes in the series, with their themes 

of water, air and fire that together comprise the four classical elements 

recognised from ancient times across cultures.

Each entry brings us closer to the natural world – whether inviting us to 

sit under the shade of a breadfruit tree or listen to the music of raindrops 

on leaves, regaling us with the hilarious antics of animals or recounting 

the genesis of islands or the naming of flowers. Together they provide a 

fascinating glimpse into the extraordinary planet we all call home.

Poonam Mistry’s intricate and beautiful illustrations unify these diverse 

tales and poems and complete a celebration of global storytelling that 

documents the meandering nature of tales that traverse continents.

Visit www.ariverofstories.com for further information.

UK £12.99
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From tiny island to vast territory, each of the member countries of the 

Commonwealth of Nations has a vibrant heritage of storytelling. With a central 

theme of water, this glorious collection brings together a tale or poem from 

fifty-four countries – each country a member of the Commonwealth at the time 

of first publication. It is now complemented by three further volumes in the 

series, with their themes of earth, air and fire that together comprise the four 

classical elements recognised from ancient times across cultures.

Each entry brings it’s own particular magic – whether describing the simple 

pleasures of the sound of the ocean or the sun on your face, recounting the 

cunning tricks of clever animals; or enchanting the reader with the exploits of 

kings and queens, gods and goddesses – together they provide an evocative 

picture, capturing the sights, sounds and flavours of a global community.

Jan Pienkowski’s dramatic and beautiful silhouettes unify these diverse tales and 

poems and complete a celebration of global storytelling that documents the 

meandering nature of tales that traverse continents.

Visit www.ariverofstor
ies.com for further information.
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“A truly remarkable and inspiring b�k.”

Annie Everall, Youth Libraries Group

“A richly valuable and incredibly useful 

resource for sch�ls.”

Chris Brown, The School Librarian

“A wealth of legend and contemporary observation ... 

likely to become a firm favourite with young readers.”

Marjorie Coughlan, Paper Tigers

“An eclectic co�ection where the children 

of the Co�onwealth can read their own 

stories and share the stories of other child
ren 

from a� over the world.”

Pat Thomson, Carousal Magazine

The                      Natural Elements Series comprises co�ections of 

stories and poems from each country of the Co�onwealth themed around 

earth, air, fire and water.

 

Jan Pienkowski was born in Warsaw in 1936. He came to England at 

the age of ten and was educated at the Cardinal Vaughan School, 

London, and King’s College, Cambridge. He worked in graphics and 

stage design, but telling stories through pictures is his preferred 

profession. Twice winner of the prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal 

for illustration, he has captured the nation’s heart with much loved characters, 

inventive pop-ups and with his dynamic design and dramatic silhouettes.

Alice Curry assembled these stories when she was engaged as an 

academic adviser in children’s literature to the Commonwealth 

Education Trust. With a first-class degree in English from the 

University of Oxford in England and an award-winning doctorate in 

children’s literature from Macquarie University in Australia, Alice 

has published widely in the academic field of children’s literature. She is currently a 

director of an independent publishing company that specialises in high quality, 

culturally diverse books for children. As a seasoned traveller, she enjoys introducing 

folk tales and legends to new readers all over the world.

Praise for the first volume of A River of Stories:

•   The Guardian Top 10 Children’s Fiction and Picture Books, 2011

•   London Evening Standard Top 10 Books of the Year for Older Children, 2011

•   finalist for Communicator of the Year, NEXUS Commonwealth Awards, 2012

•   featured in SPLASH! ASIA: An Annotated Bibliography of Water-themed Stories from 

Asia published by the National Book Development Council of Singapore in 2013

•   inspiration for a ten-month performance and education programme run by the 

Glasgow dance company Visual Statement – performances were held at a 

Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster and the 2014 

Commonwealth Games.
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Reviews of the first volume of          

Education Resource: 

Literacy Activities
IntroductIon

These literacy teaching and learning activities are open-ended and designed to empower students and 
teachers from all corners of the Commonwealth to read (and think, talk and write about) a diverse collection 
of poems and tales. 

Along with selected texts from the four A River of Stories anthologies, the literacy activities use a research-
based set of comprehension strategies. The purpose of the activities is not to teach comprehension 
strategies in isolation or for their own sake, but to teach them explicitly as key aspects of knowledge that 
good readers use to understand text. 

comprehensIon strategIes

•	 Making Connections (MC)

•	 Asking Questions (AQ)

•	 Visualising (V)

•	 Drawing Inferences (DI)

•	 Determining Important Ideas (DII)

•	 Synthesising Information (SI)
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•	 Monitoring Comprehension and Repairing Understanding (MCRU) 

Note: There are three lessons provided for the Monitoring Comprehension and Repairing 
Understanding strategy. This is the metacognition strategy where students are learning and 
practising making meaning, using all of the strategies, and getting to know more about themselves 
as readers.

audIo texts and readIng to and wIth students

Reading fluency is an important party of language learning and is well-documented in research literature. 
Listening to an audio text (or a person reading to you) and reading along, is a well-established way to increase 
fluency. It also supports struggling readers, as they are able to make more meaning when they hear a text 
and can read along.

Many of the texts selected for the literacy activities are audio recorded. For those that are not recorded, we 
suggest they should be read to and with students so that all students can enjoy the text and be better able to 
respond to it.

how to group the students

You will have a variety of ways to group students. In these resources, we encourage you to be flexible and 
consider the following approaches to grouping.

1. Whole group / whole class – ideal for reading to and listening to the audio and to have 
a “learning community” discussion. Students who may struggle with aspects of reading 
may also be perfectly able to contribute to class discussion once they have heard the text 
read. 

2. Small group – ideal for discussion of conceptual questions.

3. Pairs – pairing is perfect for student focus and work output. Pairing is also ideal for 
conceptual discussion.

4. Individual – individual writing into a graphic organiser is an evidence-based way to 
encourage students to respond to text. Free writing can follow so that students have 
opportunities to respond to the texts in their own ways.

how thIs resource Is laId out

As teachers, you know your students best. Therefore, what is offered here is a collection of texts and graphic 
organisers, along with ideas and suggestions for the structure of the activity. Each activity is laid out as 
follows:

1. Before reading activities. These include:

a. asking students to share their prior knowledge and experiences to introduce the 
context of the text

b. pre-teaching vocabulary and concepts that you have identified as challenging for your 
students

c. introducing the students to the comprehension strategy that is associated with 
the text

d. giving an overview of what students can expect in the text (a “taster”) and ask 
effective questions that will arouse their interest (for example, “What images form in 
your mind when listening or reading the text?”)
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e. encouraging students to use their imaginations and to get their senses involved in the 
text (for example “Try to feel what the characters felt, to see what they saw.”).

2. During reading activities. These include:

a. looking at the illustrations as part of the text

b. skimming and scanning the text to prepare for the close reading that follows

c. closely reading the text – firstly by reading along with the audio or teacher

d. re-reading the text where particular challenges or enjoyable parts occurred

e. encouraging students to think about how they are reacting and responding to the 
text. Are they finding it engaging, moving, straightforward, difficult, and why?

f. sometimes having the reader annotate the text or write down words or short phrases 
as they read

g. encouraging students to think about how they have managed the reading in relation 
to the comprehension strategy.

3. After reading activities. These include:

a. reflecting on the text, its impact on the reader, and the reader’s personal response 

b. discussing the text (as a class, in groups or in pairs)

c. discussing the comprehension strategy being used and how the reader managed to 
use the strategy as they read the text

d. responding to the text by writing into a graphic organiser

e. responding in other ways that have been suggested by the teacher or the students

f. reviewing the questions asked during “before reading” activities and compare how a 
character in a text reacted with how they would have responded.


